Influence of long-term erythropoietin treatment on plasma levels of calcium-phosphate related hormones in haemodialyzed uraemic patients.
Exacerbation of secondary hyperparathyroidism (as manifested by calcium deposits and local inflammation in periarticular tissues) has been reported in haemodialyzed (HD) uraemic patients treated with recombinant human erythropoietin. However, short-term treatment with recombinant human erythropoietin (r-Hu EPO) did not influence significantly plasma levels of parathyroid hormone (PTH), calcitonin (CT) and 25-hydroxycholecalciferol (25-OHD3) in uraemic HD patients. The present study aimed to assess the effect of long-term r-Hu EPO therapy for 12 months on plasma PTH, CT, 25-OHD3 and 1,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol (1,25-(OH)2D3) in uraemic HD patients.